RNSA CLOSED COUNTER-TERRORISM WORKSHOP 17-18 July 2006
SUMMARY
The workshop proved that RNSA’s objective of fostering the research and sharing of knowledge in the area of Counter-Terrorism (CT) in Australia is now well established.
The presence of a research and operations network discovering how to counter terrorism in Australia was confirmed by the attendance of 122 participants from police, military, industry, government and academia around the country. These participants had a wide spectrum of knowledge and the workshop was successful because the knowledge was shared around so holistic solutions on the way ahead were identified and discussed. 
The format of paper presentation in the morning and discussion sessions in the afternoon, both covering representation from the various areas of concern, with a networking dinner proved the right format. The workshop became a casual and relaxed affair, many collaborative relationships were formed, and any pre-existing boundaries in this regard now appear to be diminished for future workshops. This ensures future dialogue and interaction will be forthcoming with all feedback in this regard very positive.
There were many organisations represented and these were parties that competed with each other for a myriad of things, either directly or indirectly. However, everyone was made to feel equal and that they share a common objective – to enhance Australia’s ability to counter terrorism. This environment became the primary incentive for increasing collaboration and it was consistently reinforced that the workshop was solely designed for collaboration and not for selling offerings. So it was a closed non-political and non-commercial workshop, and this worked.
While all information gathered in the workshop was treated as closed and only collective value rather than specific details was used, the participants were asked to contribute to a publication that will allow a more proper disbursement of the information collected rather than just having a pure ‘chat-fest’. All participants were supportive of this and this is now a project for the RNSA. 
Informal feedback also received was that these workshops should become a regular activity well advertised in advance so participants can schedule accordingly so they can attend. It was proposed that the various police agencies in Australia, considering terrorism is a crime, should cyclically host the workshop at either their academies or on a university campus. The experiment that occurred with the Victoria Police hosting this workshop at the University of Melbourne confirmed this approach. 

To that end, it is proposed that the RNSA hold a closed CT workshop bi-annually. A suggestion for the next workshop is Perth in February 2007 at the WA Police Academy, which happens to be co-located with Edith Cowan University if this facility is not available. The workshop following this in July 2007 should be held in Brisbane with QUT to ensure the national collaborative approach continues.

Also considered was the importance, due to terrorism being a global phenomena, that an international key-note speaker, such as Shima Keene from the UK on this occasion, be incorporated at each workshop. To that end, it is proposed that Dr Kuma Ramakrishna, who heads up the Singaporean Centre of Excellence for National Security at the Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies, be the speaker in Perth. He is knowledgeable on the Jemaah Islamiyah threat to Australia so this seems appropriate. 
In essence, the aim of the workshop was to increase the level, participation and acknowledgement of a collaborative effort into CT in Australia, and this was achieved. Should the RNSA Advisory Board approve these recommendations then work will commence to enact them.
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